THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
the logic' which the next moment enables me to see
that, because this man has five fingers on his right
hand and my enemy had one missing, he cannot be
my enemy but someone else, has, after all, some influ-
ence on my conduct. I decide not to kill the wrong
man.
If the brick wall into which the car is rushing really
has been unperceived by the reckless driver, it is just
as well to point it out, though recklessness may be a
universal human failing. Perception of fact may not
change human nature, but it can certainly change
human conduct.
A preliminary, and fundamental, question arises:
How far is indifference to imperial defence a matter
for congratulation ? Does it not mark the beginning
of the end of that imperialism, nationalism and chau-
vinism which in the recent past have cursed the West
and threatened to destroy it ? Does not the new mood
mean the opening of an era of greater sanity in inter-
national politics?
It is a supremely important question. Let us
examine it.